












Building Rapid Reaction Capability




One of the many obstacles facing the United Nations effort to maintain international
peace and security is the inability to respond quickly to prevent the outbreak of violent con-
flict. This article deals with a reliable rapid reaction capability for the United Nations.
It analyzes the substance and problems of major proposals designed to improve the UN
ability to deploy its peacekeepers quickly, especially ideas for a standing UN force. The
article also points out that a UN rapid reaction capability can be truly reliable only if it no
longer depends on member states for the supply of military force for peace operations. The
author concludes that establishing a standing UN force is politically feasible.
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